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 Policy:  Each subject /patient will be treated with dignity and respect and their care will be based upon their current diagnosis / symptoms, assessed or documented abilities and disabilities / level of functioning, level of comprehension / capability to understand instructions, and / or age specific / need based guidelines and general ability to adequately participate in MEG tasks. 
Procedure:
Each subject / patient will be assessed and treated based upon:

1. Abilities / disabilities:
a. Language barrier –  When the subject’s native language is not English he/she may not be fluent in English.  We will use simple terms without being condescending, insulting or demeaning.
b. Physical impairments– (i.e., vision, hearing, speech, etc) We will determine if the subject has any special needs.  Also, subjects will be assessed for any obvious signs of physical impairments that would hinder participation in the scan, contribute to the subject being uncomfortable or require any adaptations in procedures.
c. Cognitive limitations – Subject will be assessed for any cognitive impairment that would disqualify or limit participation in the scan.  Additional or special aide will be provided if possible.  
d. Cultural and religious practices –  All MEG users will be respectful of any cultural or religious beliefs or practices that might impact conducting the scan.  
2. Current diagnosis and/or symptoms, if applicable:

a. Staff will review inpatients charts to determine their current diagnosis.  

b. Schizophrenic and other inpatients will be informally assessed to determine whether they have any positive symptoms that might affect their understanding or performance of the MEG research study.

c. If possible, subjects will be informally assessed to determine whether they might be suffering from depression, anxiety or fear that might affect level of participation.
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3. Mental and/or Chronological Age:

a. Young Child (5-6);

b. Older Child (7-12); 

c. Adolescents (13-20);

d. Young Adult (21-39);

e. Middle Adult (40-64);

f. Older Adult (65 & older).

	Age Specific / Needs Based Care

	Category
	Abilities / Disabilities
	Care Guidelines

	Young Child

(5-6)
	· Responds well to inducements for cooperation, i.e., praise and rewards.  

· May have a limited vocabulary.

· May not be able to read or understand difficult words or terms;
· Responds well to authority.

· May be inquisitive and ask questions.

	· Set clear rules; set limits.
· Provide supervision.

· Keep the environment safe from hazards.

· If supine; place guard rails.

· Use pictures to explain procedure if possible.

· Bend down to talk to child on his level.

· Allow the child to help if possible.

· Keep instructions simple.

· Comfort child.  Offer a pillow and/or blanket for cover. 

· Attend to his or her needs.

· Talk about things that interest the child, i.e., school, teachers, siblings, pets, best friends, Christmas, Halloween, birthday, tooth fairy, etc.



	Older Child

(7-12)
	· Inquisitive; eager to learn.

· Eager to help.

· May be shy or timid in a new environment.

· Can assume responsibility.

· Increased coping behaviors.

· Understands simple scientific explanations. 

· Understands cause & effect.
	· Ask child to help by giving simple tasks, i.e., holding the electrodes, etc.
· Involve child in simple decision making and planning if possible.
· Encourage questions.

· Give praise.

· Explain procedures in terms of how they feel and what to expect

· Explain what the child is expected to do.

· Give choices when possible.

· Give time to prepare.
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	Age Specific / Needs Based Care (cont.)

	Category
	Abilities / Disabilities
	Care Guidelines

	Adolescent

(13-20)
	· Abstract thinker.

· Challenges authority.

· Wants autonomy. 

· May have a need for privacy.

· May be self conscious about physical appearance.

· Usually communicates openly about adolescent interests.

· May have mood swings.
	· Provide information in familiar terms.

· Provide privacy.

· Allow to actively participate in setup if possible.

· Give choices.

· Encourage questions; provide opportunities to interact

· Bring up topics of interest subject.

· Provide honest communication.

	Young Adult

(21-39)
	· Task or goal oriented.

· Motivated by incentives.

· Desires information; details.

· Desires written as well as verbal information.

· May have many commitments; may be concerned about how long scan is going to take.

· Realistic and objective.

· Considers various alternatives to challenging situations.

· May suffer anxiety or depression.


	· Provide performance feedback.

· Encourage.

· Communicate.

· Give explicit instructions.

· Explain MEG procedures; give in as much detail as requested.

· Communicate about current events, world events, sports, etc. to facilitate relaxation.  

· Be respectful of subject’s time; other appointments or obligations.  
· Attend to subject comfort.
· Encourage questions.  

	Middle Aged 
Adult

(40-64)
	· Desires information; details.

· May want written as well as verbal information.

· May have minor health issues  (i.e., menopause).

· Interests may include family and profession.

· May have difficulty relaxing.
	· Provide with detailed information regarding scan and or equipment.

· Inquire about vision or hearing impairments and make adjustment accordingly.

· Comfort - offer a pillow, blanket, and padding fro arms/legs; back support.

· Discuss job / profession, children, grand children etc. in order to encourage relaxation.

· May require help in and out of chair.

· Encourage questions.
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	Age Specific / Needs Based Care (cont.)

	Category
	Abilities / Disabilities
	Care Guidelines

	Older Adult
	· Memory declines.  

· May have decreased hearing & visual acuity.

· May have minor problems with mobility.

· May have health problems, back stiffness or pain, neck discomfort.


	· Inquire about vision or hearing impairments and make adjustment accordingly.

· Comfort - offer a pillow, blanket, and padding for arms/legs; back support.

· Encourage relaxation.

· May require help in and out of chair.

· Provide stimulus or diversions to keep aroused.

· Encourage questions.


