National Institute of Mental Health

	Subject:

MEG Core Facility

VCR Operation

Policy No. 6.50


	Date: 1/03; Reviewed 8/06; 11/08; 1/12

	
	Page 1 of 2

	
	Distribution: MEG Core Facility

	Recommended By:

MEG Core Facility Staff


	

	
	

	
	


 Policy:  The VCR will be utilized in accordance with the manufacturer’s guidelines and MEG Core Facility policies and procedures.
The Sony VCR XE "Sony VCR"  located at the acquisition workstation / operator’s console XE "operator’s console" . The VCR can be used to record video during an experiment. The VCR has the ability to send time codes to the rack along with the data so that the video can be referenced during data analysis.
Procedure:

1. Make sure Acq has been launched.
2. Turn ON the VCR by pushing the power button located on the top left of the panel, just below the word “Sony.”  

3. At the acquisition computer, click on Windows > Collection Parameters XE "Collection Parameters" .  

4. In the Collection Parameters XE "Collection Parameters"  window under the General section select the Time Channel XE "Time channel"  check box.

5. Put an appropriate description in the Run Description window (i.e. with VCR Recording).

6. When ready to start recording, click on the Acquire Data button at the bottom of the Run Description window and the Acquisition Monitor XE "Acquisition Monitor"  will come up.  The Time display box XE "Time display box"  at the right side of the plot window will be blank. 

7. Open the front panel by pulling the front of the VCR down and towards you. 

8. Insert a tape in the appropriate slot.  The Time display box XE "Time display box"  will become active and the time displayed will match the time display on the VCR.  

9. Stop the tape and rewind to the beginning of the tape.

10. Do the head localization and prepare to start recording.
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11. Press the record button to begin recording.  Verify that the Time Display Box XE "Time display box"  matches the VCR.

· The time information will be stored as a separate channel in the MEG/EEG dataset.  

· The time data can be displayed in the plot window by selecting TIME in the Channel Selection XE "Channel Selection"  dialog window.  

· This should be a series of upward steps occurring once per second, visible if you set the vertical scale to 1000.  At minute and hour boundaries there will be a very large step in the data.  

· The Sony video equipment does not output the video frame number as part of the time code, so resolution less than a second has to be calculated based on the number of samples since the last step in the TIME data channel.

12. To stop recording, press the stop button .
13. Rewind by pressing the left arrows button.

14. The VCR can be played back via the display monitor.   The monitor has four channels that can be changed by pressing the Channel button on the video display monitor. The VCR channel is number three. 

15. Eject the tape by pressing the appropriate button.

16. When finished, close the panel.
References:

1. MEG/EEG Operation and Technical Reference Manuals, CTF Systems Inc.
2. Sony VCR Operator’s Manual.










