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Policy:  Infection Control practices and procedures will be in place in order to interrupt the spread of infection at the point of transmission between source and host. 

All staff is required to take the annual retraining regarding Universal Precautions through the Hospital Epidemiology Office. All documentation of training will be maintained as part of the Quality Assurance / Risk Management / Compliance program and kept in the QA manual.
Routine Cleaning Procedures:
Head Localization Coils (placed on intact skin):
1. Clean the HEAD LOCALIZATION COILS with alcohol.

2. Adhesive Remover may also be used to remove any adhesive or sticky residue.
Easy Cap Silver/Silver Chloride Disc Electrodes, Gereonics Silver /Silver Chloride Electrodes,  Grass Gold Electrodes and Cap – 
Latex rubber gloves must be used when cleaning or disinfecting electrodes.  For individual sensitive to latex, nitrile rubber gloves may be used.  Bloodborne Pathogen Universal Precautions must always be observed.  A mask, protective goggles, gown, or plastic apron should be worn if aerosolization or splattering is likely to occur.
1. Wipe the electrode cable and PIN or DIN end of the cable using a disposable cloth soaked with Asepticare TB+ II. 
2. Soak the electrodes / Easy Cap in a freshly mixed solution of Endozime AW Plus enzymatic cleaner for 2 minutes to remove any electrolyte and particulate matter.  
a. Tape the PIN OR DIN end of the electrode cable to the side of the soaking container.

b. Pour in enough Endozime AW Plus solution to cover the electrodes. 
i. Pour 500 ml of DISTILLED water into the cleaning container.

ii. Pour 0.2 ounces of Endozime AW Plus into the cleaning container.

c. If there is any electrolyte residue remaining on the electrode use a toothbrush to remove. Care should be exercised not to aerate any particulate matter.   Gloves, a gown, plastic apron, mask and protective goggles should be worn if aerosolization or splattering is likely to occur.

d. Submerge electrodes only into the solution but DO NOT SUBMERGE THE PIN OR DIN END OF THE ELECTRODE.

e. Soak for two (2) minutes to remove all organic material.

f. Rinse thoroughly with distilled water. 
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Disinfection Procedure:

Easy Cap Silver/Silver Chloride Disc Electrodes, Gereonics Electrodes, Grass Gold Electrodes and Cap – 
When using Cidex OPA Disinfectant a double pair of latex rubber gloves must be worn and/or gloves must be changed after 12 minutes of exposure.  For individual sensitive to latex, nitrile rubber or butyl rubber gloves may be used. Disinfection will be performed in the Staff Bathroom.
1.  Pour Cidex in the soaking container.
2. Use a Test Strip to test the Cidex solution according to manufacturer’s instructions.  
3. Soak the electrodes XE "electrodes"  in a freshly made of solution of Cidex OPA for 12 minutes XE "disinfectant" .  DO NOT IMMERSE THE PIN (OR DIN) END OF THE CABLE IN WATER OR DISINFECTANT. 
4. Rinse thoroughly by immersion using 2 gallons of distilled water. Repeat X3 or until all the Cidex has been rinsed off as indicated by the absences of the purple or gray discoloration.
5. Pat dry using a soft towel.  Allow electrodes to air dry in a dark environment.  Hang the cap to air dry. 
6. When disposing of Cidex it will be poured down the drain using copious amounts of water.   Run water for several minutes after pouring the Cidex down the drain.  
Warning:  Cidex OPA Solution that has been poured from the original bottle has a 14 day maximum use life of the solution.  DO NOT USE BEYOND 14 DAYS.

Other Non Immersable Electrodes, i.e., electrode stimulating bar
1. EEG / MEG equipment other than electrodes usually imposes no significant hazard of infection transmission.  However, if other non-immersable equipment is used on a patient with an infectious disease, the equipment should be wiped with 70 - 90% ethyl alcohol or isopropyl alcohol, phenol or other non-corrosive disinfectant.  
2. Only when non-immersable equipment has been contaminated with secretions or blood should it be wiped with hypochlorite solution or Asepticare TB+ II.
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Proper Use & Handling of Cidex OPA & Test Strips
Cidex OPA Test Strips are semi-quantitative chemical indicators for use in determining whether the concentration of active ingredient in Cidex OPA is above or below the established minimum effective concentration (MEC) of 0.3%.  

Solution Test Procedure: 
Materials Required: Cidex OPA, Test Strip, watch or timer, paper towel, a clean soaking container with solution sample.

Solution testing must be done any time Cidex OPA is poured from the original bottle.

1. Remove one Test Strip from the bottle and replace the bottle cap immediately.

2. Completely submerge indicating pad at the end of the test strip into the container of the solution being tested  

3. Hold for one second and remove.  Use a watch or timer to monitor the time.  DO NOT LEAVE THE STRIP IN THE TEST SOLUTION FOR LONGER THAN ONE (1) SECOND OR “STIR” THE TEST STRIP IN THE SOLUTION.  Incorrect dipping technique will wash off the reagents in the test strip pad.  This can cause the test strip to FAIL.

4. Remove excess solution from the indicating pad by standing the strip upright on a paper towel.  Do not shake the strip after removal.  

5. Read the results of the color reaction present on the indicating pad at exactly 90 seconds after the test strip is removed from the solution.  

6. Record the results in the log.  Any shade of purple is acceptable; the intensity will vary due to concentration variation.  If any blue appears on the indicating pad apart from the top line, the solution is below the MEC of 0.3% and should be discarded.   

7. Dispose of the used Test Strip in a waste bin.

Please remember:
· Test Strips must be stored in a bottle where the cap has been closed tightly to minimize exposure to humidity.  The strips are moisture sensitive and will not perform properly if stored incorrectly.

· If the container is left open for more than 30 minutes, the test strips must be discarded and a fresh bottle of strips must be used otherwise the test strips will give false readings.

· Do not expose the test strips to light, heat, cold or moisture.  

· Do not remove the silica desiccant from the bottle.
· Do not use any remaining strips 90 days after opening the bottle or after the expiration date on the bottle.
Cidex OPA Use Procedure:


Material Required: Cidex OPA, Soaking Container, Distilled Water, Asepticare TB+ II, disposable clothe, Timer, Towel
1. 
As with all chemical use, review the MSDS sheets and infection control policies and procedures. 
2.
Instruments and equipment will be thoroughly cleaned to remove debris prior to

disinfection according to manufacture's instructions. 
3. Log books will be maintained documenting: 

i. Date the original Cidex bottle was opened 

ii. Cidex bottle expiration dates,

iii. Dates of the daily solution effectiveness testing 

iv. and the results

v. Initials of the person conducting the testing.
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4. Opened bottles of Cidex will be dated and discarded after 75 days.

5. Cidex that is pored off into a soaking container:
a. Will be tested for effectiveness using the disinfectant’s test strips according to manufacturer’s directions, before each use to make sure that the solution is still effective.  
b. Will have the results of this monitoring recorded in the testing log book.  
c. Will be dated, emptied and replaced every 14 days. 
d. Will be covered when not in use.  
6. The soak time for high level disinfection is 12 minutes.  A timer will be used to assure reaching

                                  minimum soak time. 
7. Universal Precautions and gloves will be used when cleaning or disinfecting all soiled instruments         and equipment.   Other personal protective equipment may be used, if determined to be necessary.   
8. Each time a new piece of equipment is added, the 12 minute soak time for all instrument or equipment in the solution restarts.
9. When instrument or equipment is removed from the soak container it must be rinsed for 1 minute X 3 with sterile water. 
10. After cleaning, disinfecting and rinsing, inspect the instrument or equipment, the physical work area and self for gray/iridescent color or staining.
a. If any staining is found on the work area, wash with a hospital approved cleaner until stain is removed. 

b. If staining is found on the staff’s skin, wash the area with soap and water, reevaluate use of personal protective equipment and consider visiting the Occupational Medical Service (OMS) for evaluation. 

c. If staining is found on the equipment or repeat cleaning and disinfection procedure until no bioburden remains. Remember to rinse well. If all bioburden cannot be removed the equipment or instrument must be taken out of service. 
11. Equipment  or instrument s that have been used in the presence of a known or suspected contaminant  (i.e. Creutzfeldt Jakob, transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, etc.) will be packaged immediately and sent to Central Supply to be autoclaved and then discarded.
References:

1) National Institute of Health, Clinical Center Hospital Epidemiology Service. 
2) Cidex OPA Use Insert, Advanced Sterilization Products, Johnson & Johnson Co.,
      For technical information call 1 / 800 / 783-7723.

3) Cidex OPA Solution Test Strips Use Insert, Advanced Sterilization Products, Johnson & Johnson Co., for technical information call 1 / 800 / 783-7723.
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