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 Policy: To define the scope and method for providing immediate action during a possible seizure.
Procedure:

In the event of a subject has a possible seizure during a MEG study the following steps should be taken. 

I. In the event of a suspected seizure without loss of consciousness:

1. If recording, suspend immediately (it is not necessary to stop the acquisition).
2. Open the door to the MSR.
3. If seated, slide the subject/person out of the chair; do not attempt to operate the controls for the chair. If necessary help the person lie down on the floor.

4. Assure that the person does not injure himself.  Try to remove harmful objects from the person's pathway or coax the person away from those objects.
5. Do not try to restrain the person; you cannot stop the seizure.  Do not agitate the person.
6. If the person appears to be angry or aggressive, do not approach the person if you are alone.
7. Observe and document details of the event:
a. Record the sequence of events.
b. Note body parts involved.
c. Record length of event.

8. Assess the subject’s level of consciousness.  
9. Stay with the individual.
10. After the event escort victim (or transport via wheelchair) to the Clinical Center office of Occupational Medical Services (OMS) 10/6C306 7:30 am-4:00pm and / or recommend that the subject seek immediate medical care from their physician.
11. If the subject subsequently looses consciousness call a Code Blue (111).  
12. Ask subject if they have a history of seizures; ask subject if he has any memory of the event.  Document information.
13. Fill out Variance Report.  
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II. In the event of a suspected seizure WITH loss of consciousness:
1. If recording, suspend immediately (it is not necessary to stop the acquisition). 
2. Open the door to the MSR.
3. Slide the subject out of the chair; do not attempt to operate the controls for the chair.  (Help the subject to lie down.)  Help the person lie down on the floor.

4. Assure that the subject does not injure himself.

a. Put something soft under the head.

b. Remove any eyeglasses.

c. Loosen any tight clothes.

d. Clear the area of sharp or hard objects.
5. DO NOT force anything into the subject’s mouth.
6. Do not try to restrain the person; you cannot stop the seizure.
7. Observe and document details of the event.  

a. Record the sequence of events.
b. Note body parts involved.
c. Record length of event.
8. Assess the subject’s level of consciousness. 
9. Stay with the individual.
10. Call 111 to report a Medical Emergency.  
11. If the subject recovers before emergency personnel arrive, turn the person to one side (rescue position) to allow saliva to drain from the mouth.  
12. Do not offer the person any fluid or drink.
13. Access/monitor for respiratory or cardiac compromise.  If necessary begin rescue breathing or CPR until emergency medical personnel arrives.
14. Fill out Variance Report.  

                            * Refer to the attachment for a description of various seizure types.

